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Peacock s the national bird of India. It symbolizes dtiak like beauty, grace, pride and
mysticism. The Peacock is found all across the guifieent. It occupies a respectable posi-
tion in Indian culture and is protected not onlyrbligious sentiments but also by parliamen-
tary statute. The Peacock is depicted in pictuiigls Mvdian Gods and Goddesses.

Tiger is the national animal of India. Tiger is also edlthe lord of Jungles and it symbol-
izes India's wildlife wealth. The rare combinatimfits grace, strength, agility and enormous
power has earned the tiger great respect and kiglem. India is home to nearly half of the
total population of tigers. The government of Indianched the Project Tiger in 1973 to
protect the royal animal.

Mango is the National fruit of India. It is one of the stavidely grown fruits in tropical
countries. In India, mango is cultivated in mosttpaxcept the hilly areas. Mango is a rich
source of Vitamins A, C and D. In India, we haveadineds of varieties of mangoes. They
are of different sizes, shapes and colors. Mangaes been cultivated in India since time
immemorial. Even in our mythology and history thare stories of mangoes- the famous
Indian poet Kalidasa sang its praise. Alexandegtieat, along with Hieun Tsang savored
the taste of mangoes. The great Mughal king, Akbaaid to have planted over 100,000

les.

Lotus is the National flower of India. It symbolizes spiglity, fruitfulness, wealth, knowl-
edge, illumination and purity of heart and mindslan aquatic plant of Nymphaea species |
with broad floating leaves and bright aromatic feoa/that grow only in shallow waters.

mango trees in Darbhanga (modern Bihar). The méngaten ripe and is also used for pick- L

Banyanis the National tree of India. In Hindu mythologdlye banyan tree is also called
kalpavrikshameaning 'wish fulfilling divine tree'. In modermangpance in the Hindi language,
it is known as Bargad, Vatavriksh, and Barh. It coends a great presence in the rural set-
ting of India. The size of the banyan tree makeshabitat for a large number of creatures.
For centuries the banyan tree has been a cenirdlfpothe village communities of India. In
Hindu religion, the banyan tree is considered sharel is called "Ashwath Vriksha" ("I am
Banyan tree among trees" - Bhagavad Gita). It sspms eternal life because of its seem-

ingly ever-expanding branches.

The Emblem of India is an adaptation from ttgarnathLion Capital of Ashoka. Emperor
Ashokathe Great erected the capital atop a Ashoka Rdlanark the spot where Gautama
Buddha first taught the Dharma, and where the Bisi@anghawvas founded. In the origi-
nal, there are four lions, standing back to baakmted on an abacus with a frieze carrying
sculptures in high relief of an elephant, a galhgphorse, a bull and a lion separated by in-
tervening wheels over a bell-shaped lotus. Carvgdba single block of polished sand-
stone, the capital is crowned by the Wheel of gghisness/justic®harmachakrplt was
adopted as the National Emblem of India on 26 Jani@50, the day thdhdia became a
republic. The fourth lion is on the rear and hehicielen from view. The emblem symbolizes
a NATION that is "valiant in courage, strong of lypgolitic in council and a foe to fear.
"The abacus is girded by four smaller animals +diaas of the four directions: the Lion of
the north, thé&lephantof the east, thelorseof the south an8ull of the west. The abacus
rests on aelumbo nuciferan full bloom, exemplifying the fountainhead ofieli
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PLANNING TO TRAVEL IN THE NEAR
FUTURE ? E

BALTIMORE, MD 21214-2237
410-254-9421 | 410-254-9432 FAX

For the best services and lowest fares, call...

M &M TRAVEL INC.

5718 HARFORD ROAD, SUITE 101

Email: mmtrvi@juno.com

Call for our current specials to India and Pakistan!
Ask about great Discover India tickets — 7, 14, 21 days!

AIRLINE TICKETS ... CRUISES ... VACATION PACKAGES ...
CAR RENTALS ... HOTEL RESERVATIONS
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January 26th. Republic Day
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